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Photo Clinic

Loss of Guide Wire: A Rare Complication of Intra-Aortic 
Balloon Pump Insertion
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At the final stages of a coronary artery bypass graft operation on a 64-year-old man, an experienced physician attempted 
to insert an intra-aortic balloon pump into the femoral artery via the Seldinger technique. However, while the balloon pump 
was being passed over the guide wire, the latter was completely lost.  

The guide wire should be held at the tip at all times to prevent passage into the vessel. Strict adherence to this rule will 
prevent guide-wire loss, which is, albeit rare and completely avoidable, a potentially life-threatening complication of central 
vein or artery catheterization, with reported fatality rates of up to 20% when the whole wire is lost. The literature contains 
several reports on guide-wire loss during central venous, arterial, and hemodialysis catheterization, but we report for the 
first time the loss of a guide wire as a rare complication of intra-aortic balloon pump insertion.
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Figure 1. Chest X-ray, showing the lost guide wire
IABP, Intra-aortic balloon pump
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